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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56 and 37 C.F.R. 1.97-1.99, 
Applicant submits herewith a Form PTO-1449 listing information known to Applicant and 
requests that this information be made of record in the above identified application. 
Copies are submitted herewith in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a). 

Except as provided below, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), it is certified 
that either (1) each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement, or (2) no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign patent application and no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 
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Copies of U.S. patents and U.S. publications are not enclosed in accordance with 
the Notice published in the Official Gazette on August 5, 2003 entitled Information 
Disclosure Statements May Be Filed Without Copies of U.S. Patents and Published 
Applications in Patent Applications filed after June 30, 2003, which waives the 
requirement under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent 
and each U.S. publication. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,246,179 (previously cited in an Information Disclosure 
Statement filed March 29, 2004) and EP 1 006 587 are in the family of JP 2000-172198. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,569,544 is the family of JP 2001-512145. 

These U.S. and European patents were not directly cited by the Japanese Patent 
Office, but are submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 
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of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 
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1.17, 1.20(a), 1.20(b), 1.20(c), and 1.20(d) (except the Issue Fee) which may be 
required now or hereafter, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2280. 
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